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ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS  
 
Doctor of Philosophy.  Department of Management and Finance, University of Nottingham, 

Nottingham, United Kingdom, 2005.  Thesis title Motivations, Behaviour and Cognition of Novice 
and Habitual Business Angels.  

     
Master of Business Administration.  Saint Mary's University, Halifax, Canada; 1988. 
 
Bachelor of Public Relations.  Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, Canada; 1983. 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 
 

MAJOR GOVERNMENT RESEACH   
 
Girls and Women: The Venture Capital Conundrum.  Women’s Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub.  

Research and background to creating Investoready’s console, 2022.  
https://wekh.ca/research/girls-and-women-the-venture-capital-conundrum/  

 
Software creation, Girls and Women: T

https://wekh.ca/research/girls-and-women-the-venture-capital-conundrum/
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MaRS Discovery District’s Entrepreneurial Ecosystem.  MaRS Discovery District.  Analysis of MaRS 

data and creation of network analysis for Toronto area tech ecosystem.  2017. 
 
T
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Farrell, Ellen, Claudia De Fuentes and Fernando Santiago Co-editor (2017).  Special Issue on 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship as Drivers of Competitiveness and Growth.   International 
Journal of Work Innovation, Vol 2. No 1.   

 
Farrell, Ellen, Carole Howorth and Mike Wright (2008).  A review of sampling and definitional 

http://www.telfer.uottawa.ca/en
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School of Management - University of Ottawa, Groupe ESC Troyes en Champagne, IPAG 
Business School, and University Nice Sophia-Antipolis),  July 11-12, Nice, France.   

 
Farrell, Ellen and Nathan Dennison (2015). Measuring and mapping entrepreneurial and large-

company activity in an entrepreneurial ecosystem.  Academy of Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, Oxford, Ryerson and Tsinghiu, Toronto, August 19-21, 2015. 

 
Farrell, Ellen (2015).  Opportunities for syndication in a government venture capital dominated 

entrepreneurial ecosystem.  Business and Economics Society International.  Algarve, 
Portugal, July 6-9, 2015. 

 
Farrell, Ellen and Nathan Dennison (2015). Measuring and mapping knowledge-seeking behavior in 

an entrepreneurial ecosystem.  Financing Knowledge Transfer, European Investment Bank 
and the University of Bologna, Rimini, Italy, April 15-16, 2015.   

 
National Evaluator.  National Research Council and Canadian Innovation Commercialization 

http://www.telfer.uottawa.ca/en
http://study-in-champagne.com/
http://www.ipag.fr/en/
http://www.ipag.fr/en/
http://unice.fr/
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CURRENT PAPER & PROPOSALS UNDER CONSIDERATION OR IN PROGRESS 
 
Girls and women: the venture capital conundrum.  Women’s Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub, 
Diversity Institute, Ryerson University, Government of Canada.  $67,080.  Successful. 
 
Methods to reduce systemic sexist behaviour in venture capital investments. Call for Panels, 
Canadian Council of Small Business and Entrepreneurship.  2021.  Successful. 
 
Girls and women: the venture capital conundrum.  Faculty-Community Exchange Program,  Change 
Action Research Lab Initiative, 2020, $7,500.  Successful. 
 
Girls and women: the venture capital conundrum.  Faculty-community exchange.  Business Strategy 
Internship Program, MITACS.  $5,000.  Successful. 
 
New software helps women raise venture capital.  Call for Workshops, Global Consortium of 
Entrepreneurship Centres.  2021.  Successful. 
 
New software helps women acquire venture capital:  Putting Theory into Practice.  Call for 
Workshops, Canadian Council of Small Business and Entrepreneurship.  2021.  Yet to be 
determined. 
 
The role of mature firms in an emerging global entrepreneurial ecosystem.  With Maddison 
Dennison and Blair Winsor. Call for Papers, Canadian Council of Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship.  2021.  Yet to be undetermined. 
 
Women speak finance: Overcoming fear.  Back to Work:  Community Partnerships,  Labour and 
Advanced Education, 2020.  $485,000.  Unsuccessful. 
 
Using institutional investors to counter systemic sexism in venture capital.  Feminist Response 
Recovery Fund. Government of Canada, 2021, $698,000. Yet to be determined. 
 
 

 

OTHER WORK IN PROGRESS & UNDER REVIEW  
 
The Role of Mature Firms in an Entrepreneurial Ecosystem:  Theory Development.  Ellen Farrell, 

Maddison Dennison and Blair Winsor (2021).  Under review by JSBE. 
 
Investment and Economic Opportunities Foregone: Impact of the Lack of Investment in 

2 0 
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Strategies to Access Capital and Opportunities from the US and Abroad, Canadian Venture Capital 

& Private Equity Association, November 24, 2010. 
 
17th Annual National Association for Seed and Venture Funds, Baltimore, Maryland, October 

2010. 
 
Canadian Venture Capital & Private Equity Association Annual Conference, May 28 – 30th 

Halifax, 2007. 
 
National Angel Capital Organization Annual Conference, Halifax, 2008. 
 
12th Annual National Association for Seed and Venture Funds, Salt Lake City, Utah, October 

2005. 

SME FDI Workshop:  Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise Financing in Canada.  
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Excellence in Teaching Award.  Awarded by the Saint Mary's University Students Association, 

May 2004.   
 
‘Most Popular Profs’ 
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1. BUS 110 to studio and remote students via ASN (network) and cable television.  1991-1998.  
Two-semester course required two syllabi for distance/studio students, video presentations, 
and counseling via telephone.   Courses were aired for three years after taping. 

2.
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8. 1999 – 2009 Strategic Management Boardroom Series whereby management students 
would conduct final presentations in the boardrooms of the largest and most interesting 
companies around the Province. 

 
9. Times Mirror Professional Entrepreneurial Award & Harcourt Brace Entrepreneurial 

Award, award instituted for business plan development, $1200 - $200.   
 

10. 2004 – present.  Living Cases, prepare case of local entrepreneurs who then attend the 
class and discuss their strategies and stories with students.  Approximately 70 living cases 
to date.  Details included in Teaching Reflection 

 
 
 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES DEVELOPED & SUPPORTED  

 
1. 2011 - present Order of Entrepreneurship - Created distinction for students running 

entrepreneurial enterprises while attending University, Inaugural event Spring 2011; 42 
students inducted to date.   
 

2. 1994 - present Competition Coaching, maintained a lively and rigorous competitive focus 
for students who were prepared to compete nationally and internationally. 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF STUDENT AWARDS WON:  $289,500 

  
  
 Global Venture Capital Investment Competition (New England Division)
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 2005  Best Business Start-up Denise Pearcey and Peter Bragg Time-Worn Timber.  
$2,000 

 2005 Best Financials, Graduate/ Undergraduate Time-Worn Timber (undergraduate) 
$500 

  
 ACE Canada National Awards, Association for Collegiate Entrepreneurs: 
 2009 Atlantic and Provincial Winner,  Leah, Skerry 
 2008 Atlantic and Provincial Winner, Brad LeBlanc 
 2007 Atlantic and Provincial Winner, Duncan Enman 
 2007 National Student Entrepreneur Runner-up, Duncan Enman, CanStock Photo 
 

Enterprize, Business Development Bank of Canada: 
 2008 Runner’s-Up Atlantic & National Contestants, Ryan MacKenzie, Chris Woodburn,  

  Corey Hollis and Jamie deWolfe.  $4,000.  Floorplay 
 2007 Runner’s-Up, Atlantic  & National Contestants, $8000, HangTime.com 
 2007 Third Place,  Atlantic $4000 – Pet Life Assurance Co 
 
 Ivey CIBC Business Plan Competition, London: 
 2005 Finalists Exact Wind, Ryan McInnis, Amy Theriault, Dave Lank and Sean LeBlanc   
 2005 Finalists Skylar Technologies, Teryl Taylor, Tyler Swan, Neil Cody and Sudhindra  
   Tawari (undergraduates competing in graduate level competition)   
 2000 1st Place Nicole Methven and Clare Biddelph in first ever Canadian MBA   

  Championship, DementiaGuide, $15,000  
 
 Queens Business Plan Competition: 
 2012 Innovation Award, $2000. Jean Pierre LeRoux  
 2012 3rd Place,  $1000. Jean Pierre LeRoux 
 2004  Finalists Traditional Timber, Peter Bragg, Denise Pearcey, Eric Pook, Marie Frenette 

   and Simon Partington 
 2004 Finalists Van-Go Canvas Repair, Peter Mahoney, Katie Earl and Lindsay Broghan  
 1999 2nd Place, Jamie Renouf and Kevin Penny $2000. Only Atlantic university invited to  

  finals, and only money winner outside Ontario 
 1997  Most Entrepreneurial Spirit, $500; Chris MacDonald, Scott Bentley, Neil Dixon  
 1996  3rd Place $500 Cathy King only finalist invited from east of Quebec 
 1995 Finalists.  Only Atlantic Canadian team represented in finals 
 
 Stu Clark Investment Competition (CanAm Bowl), University of Manitoba: 
 2006 1st Place Canadian Conference, $100,000 finance and $3000 cash – Exact Wind. 
 2006 Best Written Business Plan, Exact Wind. $1,500 
 
 What's the Big Idea, Saint Mary's University: 
 2007 Most Innovative Technology, $1000 – HangTime.com 
 2007 Most Creative Idea, $1000 – HangTime.com 
 2006 Most Innovative Technology, $1,000 – iJog 
 2006 Overall Winner, $2,000 – Rex Technologies 
 2006 Best Student Business$1,000 - CanStockPhoto.com 

 2005 Overall Winner, Best Export Idea &  Most Innovative Technology,  $5,000 – 
Exact Wind. 

 
Canadian Youth Business Foundation High Fliers Award: 
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2013 Brad Hiltz, Owner, Good Wood. 

2013 Victoria Smith, Co-founder Stromline Technologies. 

 
 
    Others: 
 2000 International Business Plan Competition, University of Texas at Austin. 2000.  
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Academic Planning Committee, 2004 to 2007. University-wide committee reporting to 
University's Senate and Board.   
 
MBA Council, Departmental Representative, 2004 - 2005. 
 
Academic Director of Management Diploma.  Department of Continuing Education.  1996 – 
2009. 
 
President’s Executive Education Committee, Departmental representative.  2001 – 2003. 

 
 
 
OTHER MAJOR UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES & RESPONSIBILITIES:   
 

Development and creation of Pan- 
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Honorary Doctoral Recipient Presenter, Mount Saint Vincent University Spring 
Convocation for Honorary degree recipient Dr. Margo Franssin, President, The Body Shop 
Canada, 1995. 
 
Honorary Doctoral Recipient Presenter, Saint Mary's University Spring Convocation, 
Recipient Dr. Dave Thomas, President and Founder, Wendy’s, 1995. 
 
Order of Entrepreneurship, 2011 – present.  Created award program inducting students 
who run entrepreneurial enterprises while attending the University. Thirty-two students 
inducted to date.   
Search Committee - Athletic Director, University Faculty Representative, April 1997. 
 
Liquor Advisory Committee - Faculty Representative, University-side body oversees the 
Student Union ownership of liquor license on campus.  1997 to 2003. 
 
Honourary Degree Recipient Presenter, Spring Convocation.  Dr. Sarah Dennis, CEO The 
Chronicle-Herald.  May 2011. 
 
Senate of Canada.  Wrote delivery for Honourable Wildred P.Moore who spoke in Senate of 
Canada regarding accomplishments of Fred George.  Debates of the Senate.  November 16, 
2011. 
 

 
 

 
  





20 
 

Co-op Education Television Series, Mount Saint Vincent University.  Hosted series of nine 15-
minute television programs about co-operative education in the Atlantic Provinces.  The 
interview-style programs air regularly a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y a/F5 y co


