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1.10.12 Where a manual, hard copy election process is required, the Senate 
approved manual voting process shall be used. The integrity and 
anonymity of the voting process will be maintained. 

1.10.13 A sealed ballot box shall be used, and for the convenience of the 
electorate, this box shall be placed in a location accessible to all of the 
electorate. 

1.10.14 In accordance with Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised, the 
Chairperson of the Election Committee shall cast the deciding vote in the 
event of a tie in the election. 

1.10.15 The Chairperson of the Election Committee shall forward a signed copy of 
the vote tabulation report indicating the names of those elected to the 
Elections Committee, and a copy of that report together with the pertinent 
documents of the election to the Secretary of Senate. 

1.10.16 The Secretary of Senate shall post on the Senate website, the name of the 
election that has concluded and the name(s) of those elected. 

1.10.17 The Senate shall have the sole right to determine any question concerning 
the election of any elected member of the Senate or the right of any 
person to sit or be or act as a member of the Senate and the decision of 
the Senate in any such matter shall be final. 

1.10.18 The procedures listed under 1.10.1-1.10.17 may be changed by the 
Senate resolution carried by simple majority. 

 

2 Conduct of Meetings 

2.1 General Rules and Procedures 
2.1.1 The meetings of the Senate shall be conducted in accordance with the 

normal rules of parliamentary procedure, except where the Senate may 
otherwise specify. 

2.1.2 Points of procedure not covered by existing Senate rules shall be 
determined according to the latest available edition of Robert’s Rules of 
Order. 

2.1.3 A quo
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7. Question Period (length at discretion of the Chair based on business 
volume) 

8. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
9. Business Arising 
10. Outstanding Items from Previous Agendas 
11. Reports of Standing Committees, Ad Hoc Committees and Joint 

Committees (see https://www.smu.ca/about/academic-senate-
committees.html for list). 

12 Faculty Councils (who shall be governed by their Constitution) 
 13. New Business from: 
  a) Floor (not, involving notice of motion) 
  b) Floor (involving notice of motion) 
  c) Chair 
 14. Adjournment 

 
2.6 Notices of Motion. 

2.6.1 All notices of motion must be presented at a meeting of the Senate and 
shall be governed by the following considerations: 

2.6.2 They will be introduced under the ‘New Business’ portion of the agenda. 
2.6.3 Notices of Motion circulated according to subsection 2.4.1.5, will be on the 

agenda, require a seconder and will be debatable at that time. 
2.6.4 Notices of Motions not circulated according to subsection 2.4.1.5, will 

require a seconder and will not be debatable at that time, except by 
special consent of the assembly. 

2.6.5 The position on a subsequent Senate agenda, of items described in 2.6.4, 
will be the responsibility of the Agenda Committee. 

 
2.7 Minutes of Meeting 

2.7.1 The Secretary of Senate shall be responsible for the recording, 
publication, and distribution of the minutes of all meetings of the Senate. 

2.7.2 The minutes of the meeting shall be available to the University community 
through the Library Repository.   2.72.7e t ( )]18.29 
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3.1.6 The Chairperson or his/her designate shall serve as the Marshall of 
Convocation. 

 
3.2 Vice-Chairperson 

3.2.1 The Senate shall annually elect, via electronic ballot prior to the last 
meeting of the academic year, one member of its academic staff as Vice-
Chairperson of Senate.  The newly elected Vice-Chairperson will assume 
their duties at the first meeting of the following academic year. Incoming 
Senators scheduled to begin their terms at the first meeting of the 
following academic year will be eligible to vote and to be elected as 
Chairperson, whereas outgoing Senators finishing their term and stepping 
down from the Senate at the end of the current academic year will not be 
eligible to vote or to be elected as Chairperson. This election is to be held 
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b) Provide access to each Senator, in accordance with Article 2.4.1.5, 
minutes of the previous meeting of the Senate and of the Executive 
Committee. 

c) Deliver notice of all Senate meetings to each Senator and notice of 
all Committee meetings to each member of the respective Committee 
in accordance with Article 2.2.  

 
 

4tmm
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4.2 Convocations 
4.2.1 The Senate shall convene and conduct convocations requisite for the 

purposes set out in 4.1.5 and 4.1.6 above. 
4.2.2 Convocation shall consist of the members of the Board of Governors, the 

members of the Senate, members of academic staff, and students. 
4.2.3 The Senate shall determine the regulations regarding academic dress, the 

design, colours and such matters proper to th
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and composition, 5.2.13 Update composition, 5.2.14 
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9.2 April 16, 2021 By-laws 
Committee 
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