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Background 

One of the most basic requirements under the TCPS is for potential participants in research 
to give their informed consent for participation.  Informed consent imposes an obligation on 
the researcher to provide participants with details about their study (i.e., through the 
informed consent form etc.) but also implies that the individual participant must have the 

definition of “children” and there are few if any guidelines for determining at what age an 
individual develops the capacity to consent to participate in research. 

In law, the “age of consent” is defined by Federal Statute to be 16 years of age.  However, 
in this context the age of consent refers to the ability to consent to participate in sexual 




