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Like a lot of universities in American border states, Western Washington University (WWU) offers 
courses on Canada and Canadian history. In fact, WWU, only about 80 kilometres from downtown 
Vancouver, has an entire department dedicated to it: the Center for Canadian-American Studies.



Halifax, and the Acadian expulsion, and how this history has to be contextualized and placed within the 
broader framework of the country’s colonial history and Indigenous experiences. A lot of what I’m 
teaching about is Indigenous groups in the Atlantic region, Indigenous-European relations, and how this 
history impacts land claims, and so forth.” 
 
And that, she adds, is one reason why as a historian, her Atlantic Canada Studies degree is vital. 
 
“It’s difficult to talk about the history of North America, of contact and colonization,” she says, “without 
talking about Atlantic Canada.” 

 


