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Applying for admittance into the Honours Thesis program (ENVS 4599 and ENV



6 
 

- If you have a project idea that you are interested in but have not found the right supervisor, it 
is possible to discuss this. 

 
If you are interested in doing an honours thesis but have not found a supervisor yet / or still unsure of 
how to approach a potential supervisor, contact the Honours Program Coordinator.  They can work 
with you on identifying a supervisor and developing an honours thesis.   
 
Note that students may carry out projects based on field or laboratory work done during summer 
employment, but a substantial part of the project must not have been written prior to registration, 
as part of the employment. The student must explain in the written proposal how the work has been 
divided between employment and university study. 
 

Registering for the Honours Thesis Program 

¶ Fill out the Registrar’s Office honours application (https://www.smu.ca/academics/student-
forms.html#honoursappl) and note on the form the name of the Honours Supervisor (s) and 
a brief 2-3 sentence summary of the thesis project.  

¶ Email the completed form to the ENVS Departmental Chair and the ENVS Honours Thesis 
Program Coordinator (emails above) who will review the information and discuss the 
proposed pro�r �   

¶ Afnी�he departmental review, this form is next sent to the Faculty of Science Advising Office 
as the Dean’s designates, then the approved form goes to the Registrar’s Office.   

¶ Thereafter, ࢰ࠰耀 the application is approved, the Registrar's Office informs the student about 
acceptance into the ENVS 4599 and 4799 courses. 

 

Honours in two sub�cts 
It is possible to take an Honours Program in two science subjemၩ倀〠뀀Environmental Science and 
Biology, Chemistry, or Geography, or Geology, etc.). This is known as "Double Honours".  Note, 
however, that the thesis will be written in one or the other of the Honours subjemကs. If the other 
department does not provide a support course for their honours thesis program, ENVS 4799 must be 
taken as the support course.   
 
Students intending to take double Honours should pay careful attention to the Academic Calendar 
regulations for both subjemကs, as well as to the Faculty of Science regulations in the Academic 
Calendar. Students must consult with the Departmental Chair of the Environmental Science 
Department and the other appropriate department prior to making an application for a double 
Honours degree.   

Steps for completing the ENVS 4599 Honours Research Projemက 

Research Proposal 
Following consultation with their supervisor(s), students must submit a written research project 
proposal for approval by the deadline above. Although there will be no diremၢ怈选䀈〈怀ing of the 
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- The name of the supervisor / supervisors 
- The rationale of the project, including the objective(s) and hypotheses to be tested, and a 

statement of the research question. 
- An overview of the data to be collected and the methodology used for the data collection. 
- A timetable for activities related to the different parts of the thesis such as literature review, 

experimentation/data collection, data entry and analysis, data interpretation, and writing up. 
- An initial list of references, following the most common citation format in your field of 

discipline. 
 
The proposal is reviewed by the supervisor(s) and the Honours Program Coordinator or delegate. 
The student may be required to review and resubmit the proposal if any required elements are 
missing or if the description of any proposal components is insufficiently clear. The following factors 
will be considered in the approval of projects: 

- Originality and scientific value of the proposed work. 
- Whether the proposed work is well focused and likely to lead to useful results within the 

time available (work involved should be equivalent to a normal full-year course). 
 

Carrying out the research project 
Supervisory meetings. It is expected that the supervisor(s) and the student will meet on a regular 
basis during the year to discuss the student's progress on the research project. The frequency may 
vary according to the Supervisor and the student. 

First draft of the thesis.  
A draft of the complete thesis should be submitted to the supervisor mid-February or as determined 
by the supervisor(s). The supervisor(s) may suggest alterations to be made to this copy. It is very 
important to come to an agreement on the thesis writing plan in the Fall semester. 
Due date of final thesis manuscript. The final draft of the thesis must be submitted in digital form to 
the supe

upe
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graphs, and/or other figures. The student should be able to identify the implications of the findings, 
to make suggestions for future research, and to recognize the strengths and weaknesses of the 
study. Students should check with their supervisor(s) about the specific components that should be 
present in the thesis manuscript. It is strongly encouraged and recommended that students attend 
thesis-writing workshops conducted by the Writing Centre (https://studio.smu.ca/wc-home). 
 
The Honours thesis must be formatted and have content that is in accordance with the University 
Library regulations detailed in the document "Honours Thesis Format Procedures Sheet". This 
document, along with details concerning the University Library submission process, copyright 
permission letter examples, template files for the signature page, title page, abstract page, etc., can 
be found on the Library website at http://www.smu.ca/academics/archives/honours-thesis.html. 
 
In ENVS 4799, there will be an assignment focused on documenting and reporting metadata for your 
honours thesis data.  You are encouraged to add this as an appendix to your honours thesis.  
 
Acknowledgements and use of copyright material. Students must properly acknowledge the use of 
any data that has been obtained by others. Reproduction of published figures may require written 
permission from the original publisher. This written permission (generally available through the 
publisher’s website) must be made available on request. Examples of copyright permission letters 
can be found on the University Library’s website. Students should keep in mind that, depending on 
the publisher, the copyright permission process may take a long time, and they should therefore 
send out their permission requests as early as possible. 
 

Examination and grading procedure 

Fall Semester Interim Report 
The student and the supervisor(s) should meet in late November before the written progress report 
is due to review progress and data collected to date.  This is also a good opportunity to discuss data 
management plans and ensuring data will be sufficiently archived or saved in an accessible way (this 
will be covered in the ENVS 4799 class). 
 

Final (Winter) Semester Grade 
The supervisor will assign a grade based on research progress, the thesis itself and the quality of the 
oral presentation and the student’s skill at answering the thesis questions from the committee and 
the external reader / reader.  It is the responsibility of the Honours student’s supervisor to submit the 
final grade to the Honours Program Coordinator who will enter the final grade in Banner. See the 
timelines at the beginning of this document. 
 

Suggested Final evaluation grading: 

Honours research proposal (due in 
September) 

15% 

Written objectives and hypothesis 5% 

Written methods and protocols. 5% 
Final Thesis Oral Presentation   
(see Appendices for evaluation template) 

15% 

https://studio.smu.ca/wc-home
http://www.smu.ca/academics/archives/honours-thesis.html
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Final Thesis  
(see Appendices for evaluation template) 

50% 

Quality of research 
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Extenuating circumstances 
- If there are extenuating circumstances, the Faculty of Science policies will apply.  Link: 

https://www.smu.ca/faculty-of-science/science-student-forms.html. 
- The lead supervisor will review the process with the student requesting consideration due to 

extenuating circumstances.  If deadlines need to be adjusted within the Fall and Winter 
semesters, it is the lead supervisor’s decision. 

- If there are significant delays in meeting any significant academic deadlines  it is necessary to 
involve the ENVS Honours Program Coordinator as soon as possible. 

o The Declaration of Extenuating Circumstances Form is mandatory.  
- A student who doesn’t complete their honours course by the end of the Winter Semester will 

be given an IP grade, which can stand for a maximum of six months. If the IP grade isn’t 
converted to a real grade within the six months (e.g. by the end of October in the following 
academic year), it then changes to an F.  

Helpful resources 
SMU Writing Centre: https://studio.smu.ca/wc-home 
SAS Software and Application Support Centre – for computational and software support (e.g. R, 
Excel, coding etc): https://studio.smu.ca/sas-welcome. 
SMU Patrick Power Library Research Help: https://www.smu.ca/academics/research-help.html  
SMU Patrick Power Library Honours Thesis Requirements: 
https://www.smu.ca/academics/archives/honours-thesis.html. 
Academic Integrity: https://www.smu.ca/academics/avoiding-plagiarism.html. 
Extenuating Circumstances: https://www.smu.ca/faculty-of-science/science-student-forms.html. 
 

Appendices 
 

¶ Oral Thesis Presentation & Questions Evaluation Form.  FORTHCOMING. 

¶ Honours Thesis Evaluation Form. FORTHCOMING. 
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