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Graduate Studies Officer Report

+,-.%+/0"123%45"#061
&'%!"#$%)*)*



2020 FGSR Admissions
As of June 10, 2020

1396 Applications Received to Date (April 29, 2019 = 1400) (April 20, 2018 = 1154
(April 18, 2017 = 907)

203 Domestic  (April 29, 2019 = 148) (April 20, 2018 = 148) (April 18, 2017 = 189)

1193 International (April 29, 2019 = 1252) (April 20, 2018 = 1006) (April 18, 2017- = 718)

497 Offers of Admission Have Been Sent to Date 
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In addition, 19 Offers of Admission Have been Deferred to 2021 

and 84 Offers of Admission Have been Declined.





Enrolment 
by program 
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External Student Funding
2020-21

SSHRC



External Student Funding
2020-21
NSERC

3 SMU graduate students were offered Alexander Graham Bell CGSM   
Scholarships ($17,500 each over 1 year)

2 SMU graduate students were offered NSERC CGSD3 scholarships 
($35,000 per year for 3 years)



External Student Funding
2020-21

CIHR
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External Student Funding
2020-21
NSGS

Nova Scotia Graduate 
Scholarships will be offered 
to SMU graduate students in 
the coming months in the 
Amount of $335,000.



2019 Graduates
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January 2019
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May 2019
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September 2019
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New Program Approved at SMU and Awaiting MPHEC approval:
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Ideas under Active Consideration:
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Research Updates and Discussion
O Status of Renewal of Strategic Research Plan:
P Q.93.,"40.-*9+(+30.R)3-4*--30."0;;0'+*.3+C"40S;9,+,)
P T0'5-80;"+0"9005"(+"+80-,"',-*9+-"8,9)
P 70S;9,+3.&"+,U+"(.(9C-3-"01"40.+'3I*+,)",U;,'3,.4,-

P

P



Research Updates and Discussion



Research Updates and Discussion
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• ~40% of our total eligible TriAgency direct research grants
• ~$1M put toward supporting research ;%=3=&8>!?&82!?&
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• Provided via unused funds left over when faculty grants expire
• These funds end up getting utilized for various research-support 

programs (e.g. FGSR international travel grant)
• TriAgency policy requires spending at least 50% of balance every

fiscal year ... Now, with SSHRC and NSERC allowing grant 
extensions, there will be no “refill” into GRFs for a couple years...
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– Important source; looking at updating/simplifying current policy
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President’s Award for 
Excellence in Research

• Will email out the Call for nominations to 
be submitted to the nominee’s faculty 
Dean
@ 1-0-2%.3'/$<<,&&--'A,66'*--+'B-2*C0'
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• Criteria are Productivity, Creativity, 
Influence and Impact, Recognition



Office of Innovation and 
Community Engagement
Faculty Council, June 17, 2020
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CLARI Highlights
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Number of Projects Funded 8 19 18

Total Project Funding 58,135$      137,169$       133,258$        
Total Funding to Student Engagement



CLARI Project Funding
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Thank you

Office of Innovation and Community 
Engagement

Kevin Buchan, Director 
kevin.buchan@smu.ca

Danielle Goodfellow, Industry Liaison Officer
danielle.goodfellow@smu.ca

Vanisa Omicevic, Coordinator / Research Office Assistant
OICE@smu.ca

Ray MacNeil, CLARI Network Manager
Ray.macneil@smu.ca

http://smu.ca




Making requests to the REB 
during COVID-19 pandemic

• Electronic submissions of new applications go to ethics@smu.ca
(as of September 2019)

•



Initial and Continuing Research Ethics Review 
Requests Winter 2020





Incoming Committee Members 
Incoming Committee Members Chairs:

Dr. Leanna Closson Psychology Co- Chair
Dr. Kevin Kelloway Psychology Co-Chair
Dr. Eric Henry Anthropology Vice Chair

Winter term new-to-us members:

Dr. Mohammed Al-Hamdani Psychology Faculty
Dr. Jim Cameron Psychology Faculty
Dr. Diane Crocker Criminology Faculty 
Ms. Gena Dufour Psychology     Student
Dr. Min-Jung Kwak Geography and Environmental Studies Faculty 
Prof. Luke MacDonald Engineering Faculty 
Dr. April Mandrona Art Education (NSCAD) Faculty 
Dr. Ron Russel Biology Faculty
Dr. Tatjana Takseva English Faculty



Consider joining the REB Team

The committee continues to look for members from departments it receives 
applications:

•



Undergraduate Summer Research Awards
Harmonized Application process

• In an effort to make applying for an undergrad summer research 
award as easy as possible for students – removing the barrier of 
needing to a priori know/talk to a professor about it – this year we 
were able to harmonize all Award program into one application 
portal

• Done with the invaluable help of Vanisa O (FGSR Research Office 
Assistant), and the help of Adam Daniels (Student Services) to establish 
the portal with us.
AND
With support of MANY faculty members who became part of the process 



Undergraduate Summer Research Awards
Harmonized Application process

• Check great News story on SMU Web page (SSHRC noticed and 
contacted me!):   

https://news.smu.ca/news/2020/5/15/top-undergraduates-win-awards-for-paid-summer-research-work-at-smu


Recent TriAgency Grant Results
• NOTE: A full report of all received External Research grant & 

contract funding from Sept 2019– Sept 2020 will be Highlighted at 
our 3rd annual Research Recognition Event in October to review and 
recognize all grant winners ... This was intended this year to be 
widely publicized for general attendance – which we will still do, but 
it will be “zoom” L

O Recent SSHRC Insight Grant resultsN
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O Cathy Driscoll <$(.(&,S,.+D

O 10 applications were submitted to the last IDG competition
(no results yet)





Recent TriAgency Grant Results
2019 New Frontiers in Research Fund – Exploration
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CIHR Covid-19 Rapid Response grant program
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Research Nova Scotia Health Coalition – Covid-19 grants

3 grants to SMU-led groups:
Yigit Aydede (Economics), Debra Gilin (Psyc), Christa Brosseau (Chem)
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This is a Slide from FGSR 

Council in December 2019 ... 

Status unchanged.

(but wanted a reminder)



Return to Research Status
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– Announced on May 22
– Applications received by end of Monday each week get reviewed 

through that week; good discussions as needed between 
applicant and review team through the week

– Approval generally finalized by the following Tuesday (8 day 
process)

– Over 3 weeks:
•




