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Updates/Discussion – Graduate studies, Research
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Intro/Reminder:
FGSR Office staffing and roles

Margaret Schenk
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Coming soon: Research Grants 
Facilitator (said this in Dec 2019...)

Orshy Torok
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Office of Innovation and Community Engagement
Kevin Buchan Danielle Goodfellow
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Vanisa Omicevic
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Change Lab Action Research Initiative (CLARI)
Ray MacNeil
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Graduate Studies Officer Report
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2021 FGSR Admissions
As of April 28, 2021

1889 Applications Received to Date

(June 10, 2020=1396) (April 29, 2019



Total Number of Graduate 
Students

• As of April 27, 2021 there were 6)'
Registered Graduate Students at Saint 
Mary’s University

(that is down from where we have been in past...were 547 
last April, and have been up as high as ~650 prior ... but 
increasing applications and coming new programs will 
change this trend)



Snapshots



External Student Funding 2021-22
SSHRC
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External Student Funding
2021-22
NSGS

Nova Scotia Graduate 
Scholarships will be offered 
to SMU graduate students in 
the coming months in the 
Amount of $335,000 
(Pending receipt of funds).
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January 2020



SMU-Approved Programs Approved & Awaiting
MPHEC Approval

Just-Launched recently APPROVED Program / Changed Programs:
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Other Grad Studies Issues
o These topics have haunted me/FGSR for 2+ years, and will get 

reviewed for sure in 2021 (sorry – am planning a retreat this 
summer to review policies/regs)
o For example, in Thesis-required programs!

§ "##$%&'(&)*+,*)-(#$#*#./(01$#+0#*2&3*#./(01$#+04*5+''$))((#
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o Thesis defences have proceeded well via zoom since Mar2020
o Special program of Grad Continuation Tuition waivers for 

thesis students delayed by COVID-19 impacts has been in 
place for Fall 2020, Winter 2021, Summer 2021 semesters.

o Will continue to work with Grad Program Coordinators and 
Managers/Staff to help programs.
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§ QUESTIONS / DISCUSSIONS?
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Canada Research Chair (CRC) Program, and
CRC EDI Action Plan:

– CRC Public Transparency page has information:
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Support for Indirect Costs of Research

(this section part of SMU commitment to communicate!)
• from TriAgencies (NSERC/SSHRC/CIHR):

– Research Support Fund (RSF)
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Research Accountants, and more)

– Grant Recovery Funds (GRFs)
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• from Research Contract “overhead”
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2020 SMU RESEARCH RECOGNITION 
RECEPTION



2020 SMU RESEARCH RECOGNITION 
RECEPTION











Office of the Associate Vice President, Research

Strategic Research Plan Renewal: 2021-26
Research Mission (maintained unchanged):
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Office of the Associate Vice President, Research

Strategic Research Plan Renewal: 2021-26
5 Major Research Themes:
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Research Data Management

•



Research Data Management

• New TriAgency policy statement RELEASED:
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http://www.science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97610.html


Research Data Management

• New TriAgency policy statement RELEASED
• Will require a Research Data Management Plan
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Research Data Management

• New TriAgency policy statement RELEASED:
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• Will require a Research Data Management Plan
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Report of the Research Grants 
Officer



Research Committee
2021

• Five Internal New Faculty Research 
Grants awarded  

• 30 Internal Established Faculty Research 
Grants awarded



President’s Award for 
Excellence in Research

• 2020 Recipient was Dr. Evangelia
Tastsoglou of the Department of Sociology 
and the International Development Studies 
program.



President’s Award for Excellence 
in Research

• Will email out the Call for nominations to 
be submitted to the nominee’s faculty 
Dean
– Research Committee will need Dean’s 

nominations by Aug 20

/fgsr/presidents-award.html




CLARI



CLARI Highlights

$200,000 just 
awarded from the 



CLARI Project Funding
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SMU External Funding

2021 - $5,258,509





Thank you

Office of Innovation and Community 
Engagement

Kevin Buchan, Director 
kevin.buchan@smu.ca

Danielle Goodfellow, Industry Liaison Officer
danielle.goodfellow@smu.ca

Vanisa Omicevic, Coordinator
OICE@smu.ca

Ray MacNeil, CLARI Network Manager
Ray.macneil@smu.ca
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Research Ethics Board
(REB)
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Undergraduate Summer Research Awards
Harmonized Application process

G In an effort to make applying for an undergrad summer research 
award as easy as possible for students – removing the barrier of 
needing to !"#$%&$%"know/talk to a professor about it – for the 2nd
year, we harmonized all Award programs into one application portal
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Recent TriAgency Grant Results
G NOTE: A full report of all received External Research grant & 

contract funding from Sept 2020– Sept 2021 will be Highlighted at 
our 4th



Recent TriAgency Grant Results:
NSERC Discovery (“operating”) Grant

• Only 5 applications submitted this year, 2 Successful
– Discovery Grant:

G -(D#*r.)).++*!05^9#2+P*:.%)%>A,

– Development Grant:
G 6%M*8"#>.&*!B7.'"1+&A,

(reminder: last year we had 9 successful grants from 11 applications)

NOTE: Apologies for those people who received a Tri-Agency grant that I’ve 
missed ... We will FOR SURE have everybody’s grant recognized in 
October!!  (there are other successful researchers...these were just the 
recent!)



/virtualuniversity/return-to-research.html


SMU’s “Return to Research” Phased Approach
to working on campus (& in field) during COVID-19

www.smu.ca/virtualuniversity/return-to-research.html
Phase One (started May 2020):
• Research related to COVID-19 issues; field research
Phase Two (started June 2020):
• Research using specialized facilities on SMU campus

http://www.smu.ca/virtualuniversity/return-to-research.html


SMU’s “Return to Research” Phased Approach

http://www.smu.ca/virtualuniversity/return-to-research.html
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§ QUESTIONS / DISCUSSIONS?


