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1BREADTH OF COVERAGEICE FACTOR # 6

Improving Academic Teaching

Breadth of Coverage

ɨF�GPMMPXJOH�TVHHFTUJPOT�GPS�FOIBODJOH�UFBDIJOH�BOE�MFBSOJOH�BSF�LFZFE�UP�TFDUJPOT�PG�UIF�
*OTUSVDUPS�$PVSTF�&WBMVBUJPO�	*$&
�BO�JOTUSVNFOU�BEPQUFE�GPS�UIF�FWBMVBUJPO�PG�UFBDIJOH�BU�4BJOU�
.BSZ�T�6OJWFSTJUZ�BOE�CBTFE�PO�UIF�4UVEFOUT��&WBMVBUJPO�PG�&EVDBUJPOBM�2VBMJUZ�	4&&2
���ɨF�*$&�
GBDUPST�UFBDIJOH�JOUP�OJOF�DPNQPOFOUT�FJHIU�PG�XIJDI�QSPWJEF�GPSNBUJWF�JOGPSNBUJPO�UIBU�DBO�CF�
VTFE�UP�JNQSPWF�UFBDIJOH�BOE�MFBSOJOH���

ɨF�GPMMPXJOH�TVHHFTUJPOT�XFSF�BEBQUFE�CZ�1SPGFTTPS�)FSCFSU�8��.BSTI�6OJWFSTJUZ�PG�8FTUFSO�
4ZEOFZ���.BDBSUIVS�"VTUSBMJB�	EFWFMPQFS�PG�UIF�4&&2
�XJUI�QFSNJTTJPO�GSPN��%BWJT�#��(��8PPE�
-����8JMTPO�3��	����
��"#$�T�PG�5FBDIJOH�XJUI�&YDFMMFODF���5FBDIJOH�*OOPWBUJPO�BOE�&WBMVBUJPO�
4FSWJDFT�6OJWFSTJUZ�PG�$BMJGPSOJB���.JOPS�DIBOHFT�JO�MBOHVBHF�XFSF�NBEF�CZ�1SPGFTTPS�#FWFSMZ�
$BNFSPO�	6OJWFSTJUZ�5FBDIJOH�4FSWJDFT�6OJWFSTJUZ�PG�.BOJUPCB
�UP�mU�UIF�$BOBEJBO�DPOUFYU���
5FBDIJOH�5JQT�JT�SFQSJOUFE�XJUI�QFSNJTTJPO�

Current resources related to the eight formative ICE factors are available from the Office of Instructional 
Development, Saint Mary’s University.   Copies of the ICE questionnaire are available from the Senate Office.

Breadth of Coverage (ICE Factor 6):  The breadth of coverage factor reflects 
students’ responses to items concerning the extent to which the instructor 
contrasted implications of various theories, provided the background for ideas and 
concepts, presented different points of view and discussed current developments.  
Each of these activities involve substantive qualities of instruction.  Each has 
the potential to increase student knowledge and understanding by facilitating 
generalization beyond the confines of the specific situation, and by clarifying the 
material to be learned and its meaningfulness to the learner.
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&WFO�UIPVHI�UIFZ�EP�IBWF�B�EJTUJODU�QPJOU�PG�WJFX�TFWFSBM�PUIFS�FYDFMMFOU�UFBDIFST�SFQPSU�UIBU�
UIFZ�BMTP�QSFTFOU�UIF�CFTU�DBTF�GPS�FBDI�PG�TFWFSBM�DPNQFUJOH�UIFPSJFT�CFGPSF�UIFZ�SFWFBM�UIFJS�PXO�
QSFGFSFODFT�

5.  Invite guest speakers whose viewpoints differ from your own.

"�QSPGFTTPS�PG�&EVDBUJPO�NBLFT�B�QPJOU�PG�EPJOH�UIJT�JO�IJT�DPVSTFT�TP�UIBU�TUVEFOUT�BSF�FYQPTFE�UP�
B�WBSJFUZ�PG�QPTJUJPOT���i*�XBOU�UIFN�UP�VOEFSTUBOE�XIBU�UIF�EJĊFSFOU�QPJOUT�PG�WJFX�BSF�BOE�POF�PG�
UIF�CFTU�XBZT�*�IBWF�GPVOE�UP�EP�UIJT�JT�UP�JOWJUF�B�DPMMFBHVF�PS�QSBDUJUJPOFS�XIPN�*�LOPX�UP�CF�BO�
BEIFSFOU�PG�FBDI�WJFX�UP�NBLF�B�QSFTFOUBUJPO�UIF�DMBTT�w

i*�BMXBZT�UBLF�EFUBJMFE�OPUFT�EVSJOH�B�HVFTU�MFDUVSFw�TBZT�B�QSPGFTTPS�JO�UIF�#JPMPHJDBM�4DJFODFT���i*O�
UIJT�XBZ�*�BN�BCMF�UP�BOTXFS�TUVEFOU�RVFTUJPOT�BCPVU�UIF�NBUFSJBM�EVSJOH�MBUFS�TFTTJPOT�BOE�NBZ�MFBSO�
TPNFUIJOH�OFX�NZTFMG�w

6.  Use your students’ opinions to create a microcosm of society’s attitudes on social, political, 
and economic issues.

"U�UIF�CFHJOOJOH�PG�UIF�UFSN�B�QSPGFTTPS�PG�&DPOPNJDT�HJWFT�IJT�TUVEFOUT�B�RVFTUJPOOBJSF�JO�XIJDI�
UIFZ�BSF�BTLFE�UP�BHSFF�PS�EJTBHSFF�XJUI�B�TFSJFT�PG�DPOUSPWFSTJBM�TUBUFNFOUT�PO�UIF�GVODUJPOJOH�PG�UIF�
FDPOPNZ���i#FDBVTF�UIF�JOUSPEVDUPSZ�DPVSTF�JT�TP�MBSHF�	PWFS�����TUVEFOUT
�JU�JT�JNQPTTJCMF�UP�JOWJUF�
EJTDVTTJPO�FWFO�UIPVHI�NBOZ�TUVEFOUT�FOUFS�UIF�DPVSTF�XJUI�TUSPOH�WJFXT�BCPVU�TVDI�NBUUFST�BT�UIF�
DBVTFT�BOE�DVSFT�PG�JOnBUJPOw�IF�FYQMBJOT���i"T�B�TVCTUJUVUF�GPS�EJTDVTTJPO�*�VTF�UIF�TVSWFZ�SFTVMUT�UP�
JOUSPEVDF�B�WBSJFUZ�PG�TUVEFOU�WJFXQPJOUT���ɨSPVHIPVU�UIF�TFNFTUFS�*�SFWFBM�TFMFDUFE�SFTVMUT�GSPN�UIF�
TVSWFZ�BT�UIFTF�SFMBUF�UP�OFX�DPODFQUT�PS�JTTVFT�DPWFSFE�JO�SFBEJOHT�BOE�MFDUVSFT�

ɨJT�UFDIOJRVF�HJWFT�TUVEFOUT�B�TFOTF�PG�QFSTPOBM�JOWPMWFNFOU�JO�UIF�TVCKFDU�NBUUFS���4UVEFOUT�
MFBSO�UIBU�TPNF�PG�UIFJS�QFFST�NBZ�TIBSF�UIFJS�WJFXQPJOU���ɨFZ�BMTP�MFBSO�UIBU�TPNF�PG�UIFJS�QFFST�
EPO�U�TIBSF�UIFJS�WJFXQPJOU�BOE�XIZ���6TF�PG�TUVEFOU�EBUB�BMMPXT�NF�UP�JOUSPEVDF�NPTU�PG�UIF�WJFXT�
DVSSFOUMZ�SFnFDUFE�JO�UIF�TPDJFUZ�BT�B�XIPMF�w

7.  Draw upon the diverse backgrounds and experiences of your students to introduce different 
points of view.

"U�UIF�CFHJOOJOH�PG�UIF�UFSN�B�QSPGFTTPS�PG�#VTJOFTT�"ENJOJTUSBUJPO�BTLT�TUVEFOUT�UP�HJWF�XSJUUFO�
BOTXFST�UP�RVFTUJPOT�BCPVU�UIFJS�CBDLHSPVOET�BOE�SFBTPOT�GPS�UBLJOH�UIF�DPVSTF���)F�BTLT�TUVEFOUT�UP�
GPDVT�QBSUJDVMBSMZ�PO�FYQFSJFODFT�XIJDI�NJHIU�HJWF�UIFN�B�QBSUJDVMBS�WJFXQPJOU�PO�TPDJBM�QPMJUJDBM�
BOE�FDPOPNJD�JTTVFT�UP�CF�DPWFSFE�JO�UIF�DPVSTF�

6TJOH�B�TFBUJOH�DIBSU�IF�DBMMT�PO�TUVEFOUT�XIPTF�QSJPS�FYQFSJFODFT�PS�JOUFSFTUT�NBZ�CF�SFMFWBOU�UP�B�
UPQJD�VOEFS�EJTDVTTJPO���*O�UIJT�XBZ�B�GVMM�SBOHF�PG�WJFXT�JT�JOUSPEVDFE�JO�UIF�DPVSTF���i0GUFO�XJUI�
MJUUMF�PS�OP�FĊPSU�*�BN�BCMF�UP�HFU�TUVEFOUT�EFCBUJOH�CFUXFFO�UIFNTFMWFT���*O�GBDU�*�SBSFMZ�HJWF�NZ�
PXO�QPJOU�PG�WJFX�VOUJM�UIFSF�IBT�CFFO�B�GVMM�EJTDVTTJPO�PG�UIF�EJĊFSFOU�QPJOUT�PG�WJFX�XJUIJO�UIF�DMBTT�
JUTFMG�w
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15.  Require your students to read current newspapers or periodicals.

"�QSPGFTTPS�PG�&DPOPNJDT�BTTJHOT�UIF�5VFTEBZ�FEJUPSJBMT�PG�UIF�8BMM�4USFFU�+PVSOBM�FBDI�XFFL���4IF�
VTFT�UIFN�BT�B�CBTJT�GPS�EJTDVTTJPO�BOE�GPS�FYBN�RVFTUJPOT�BOE�TIF�IBT�IFS�TUVEFOUT�DPNQBSF�UIFN�
XJUI�UFYUCPPL�QSFTFOUBUJPOT�PO�SFMBUFE�UPQJDT�

"�UFBDIFS�JO�UIF�#JPMPHJDBM�4DJFODFT�BMTP�CFMJFWFT�TUSPOHMZ�JO�NBLJOH�VTF�PG�BSUJDMFT�JO�DVSSFOU�
QFSJPEJDBMT���i*�LFFQ�NZ�FZFT�PQFO�GPS�TUPSJFT�PO�SFDFOU�EFWFMPQNFOUT�XIJDI�IBWF�CFDPNF�QBSU�PG�
UIF�ADVSSFOU�FWFOUT��MJUFSBUVSF���'PS�FYBNQMF�JO�B�EJTDVTTJPO�PG�SFDPNCJOBOU�%/"�*�XBT�BCMF�UP�VTF�
QIPUPT�GSPN�B�SFDFOU�JTTVF�PG�-JGF�.BHB[JOF�BT�XFMM�BT�B�TUPSZ�UIF�8BMM�4USFFU�+PVSOBM�EJE�PO�UIF�
(FOFUFDI�$PSQPSBUJPO�w

16.  Tell students about local events which will expand their understanding of your subject.

i&WFSZ�.POEBZ�*�EJTUSJCVUF�B�DBMFOEBS�BOOPVODJOH�DPVSTF�SFMBUFE�FWFOUT�OPU�POMZ�PO�UIF�DBNQVT�
CVU�JO�UIF�BSFBw�POF�4PDJBM�4DJFODF�GBDVMUZ�NFNCFS�FYQMBJOT���iɨF�FWFOUT�JODMVEF�EBODF�USPVQFT�
QMBZT�MFDUVSFT�EFNPOTUSBUJPOT�QPFUSZ�SFBEJOHT�BOE�TP�GPSUI���*O�UIJT�XBZ�UIF�DPOUFOU�PG�NZ�DPVSTF�
JT�FYQBOEFE�GBS�CFZPOE�XIBU�*�DBO�BDUVBMMZ�DPWFS�JO�DMBTT���*�BMTP�FODPVSBHF�TUVEFOUT�UP�VTF�UIFTF�MPDBM�
SFTPVSDFT�JO�UIFJS�SFTFBSDI�BOE�XSJUJOH�BTTJHONFOUT�w

17.  Give assignments which put your students in the role of another.

"�)JTUPSZ�QSPGFTTPS�SFQPSUT�UIBU�TIF�VTFE�UP�HJWF�SBUIFS�TUBOEBSE�XSJUJOH�BTTJHONFOUT�F�H��iDPNQBSF�
BVUIPS�9�BOE�:�T�WJFXT�PO�"w�XIFSF�UIF�UXP�BVUIPST�UFOEFE�UP�CF�QSPGFTTJPOBM�IJTUPSJBOT���i.PTU�
VOEFSHSBEVBUFT�IPXFWFS�mOE�UIF�BSHVNFOUT�PG�DVSSFOU�IJTUPSJBOT�TPNFXIBU�BSDBOFw�TIF�TBZT���
iɨFSFGPSF�NPTU�SFDFOUMZ�*�IBWF�BTLFE�NZ�TUVEFOUT�UP�SFBE�B�DPMMFDUJPO�PG�UIF���UI�DFOUVSZ�TQFFDIFT�
PO�XIZ�-PVJT�97*�TIPVME�CF�LJMMFE�BOE�BTTJHOFE�UIFN�UIF�UBTL�PG�XSJUJOH�UIFJS�PXO�TQFFDI�BT�JG�UIFZ�
IBE�CFFO�MJWJOH�EVSJOH�UIF�'SFODI�3FWPMVUJPO�w

i6OEFSHSBEVBUFT�SFBMMZ�BSF�FOUIVTJBTUJD�BCPVU�UIJT�LJOE�PG�BTTJHONFOU�BOE�EP�BO�JODSFEJCMZ�HPPE�
KPC���*U�IFMQT�UIFN�UP�JEFOUJGZ�XJUI�UIF�JTTVFT�PG�UIF�UJNF�JO�GBDU�NBOZ�PG�NZ�TUVEFOUT�XFOU�UP�HSFBU�
MFOHUIT�UP�SFTFBSDI�UIF�BVUIFOUJDJUZ�PG�UIFJS�PXO�FNQBUIJD�JOUFSQSFUBUJPOT���/FYU�ZFBS�*�JOUFOE�UP�
UBLF�UIJT�BTTJHONFOU�B�TUFQ�GVSUIFS�CZ�EJWJEJOH�NZ�TUVEFOUT�JOUP�TNBMM�HSPVQT�BOE�IBWJOH�UIFN�
BDUVBMMZ�EFMJWFS�UIFJS�TQFFDIFT�UP�UIF�HSPVQ�w






