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Required Courses  
 
To graduate with an MSc in APSC, students must complete the following requirements, 
achieving: 
 

• 

https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/DirectedStudyApplicationForm.pdf
https://www.smu.ca/cel/students/co-operativeeducationstudents/
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APSC 
6604: 

Thesis II Students receive a Pass for successfully defending 
their thesis and submitting their finalized thesis 
document, approved by their Examination 
Committee, to FGSR. 

 
Students should be aware of the APSC MSc Program times-for-completion (Graduate 
Academic Regulation 19): 
 
Minimum time -for -completion: 2 years (6 terms) (4 years (12 terms) for part -time) 
Maximum time -for -completion: 5 years (15 terms)  (7 years (21 terms) for part-time) 
 
Should circumstances arise that prevent you from continuing in your studies for a period of 
time, you must apply for a “Leave of Absence”.  While on an approved LOA, your degree 
clock is paused.  Once you are ready to return to your studies, you must complete an 
“Application for Reactivation” form. 
 
Registration Procedures:  
 
For Graduate studies, the normal Academic year begins in September and is comprised of 
three consecutive semesters: 
  
September – December (Fall) 
January – April (Winter) 
May – August (Summer) 
  
[Note that at the undergraduate level, the May-August term is divided into multiple terms – 
this is not the case for Graduate studies. May-August is a single, continuous term). 
  
The official start and end dates for each semester in a given Academic year are posted in 
the Calendar of Events.  Registration deadlines, holidays, and other important dates are 
also listed for each semester. 
  
All graduate students must register for every term until completion of all requirements for 
the degree (see Academic Regulation 5 in the Graduate Academic Calendar).  This is an 
active process.  Students must register for the appropriate courses and/or thesis/program 
continuation status on Banner Self Service (http://selfservice.smu.ca) every semester until 
all degree requirements have been met.  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmu-ca-public.courseleaf.com%2Fgraduate%2Fcalendar-events%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKai.Ylijoki%40smu.ca%7C3d97d9420af543d2359b08db4bf9ddcc%7C060b02ae57754360abbae2e29cca6627%7C1%7C0%7C638187308755578592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVdi%4n.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2Zn%3Df9dd00knownownow&ssmu.caHIMJAUvhemPkXKL0aWDv3OZltwHymBW99bFoYgEAxE%3D&2021rved=0t>><</K 42/Pg4/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[62.95 560.863 434.909 574.66126]/6nt 21truct3Par0 412pe/8nk/Type/Annot>><<S/URI/URI(https://can01.sa
http://selfservice.smu.ca/


https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/LetterofPermission-FGSR(1).pdf
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• Proposed experiments and methods 
• Progress to date 
• Timeline for completion 

 

Other  Important  Courses  
 

FGSR 
9000: 

Program 
Continuation 

To remain in the MSc program, students must be 
registered for at least one Saint Mary’s course 
during each semester (Fall, Winter, and Summer). 
To ensure this, students are advised to register for 
FGSR 9000 every semester . Registering for this 
course tells the University “I’m working on my 
Master’s degree”, regardless of whether you are 
taking courses or conducting research. 
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Winter FGSR 
9000 

Summer APSC 
6604 
FGSR 
9000 

 

Fall FGSR 
9000 

Winter APSC 
6604 
FGSR 
9000 

 

Summer FGSR 
9000 

Fall 

https://www.smu.ca/faculty-of-science/master-in-applied-science.html
http://selfservice.smu.ca/
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/MScAPSC_SupervisorCommittee_2023-03-30.pdf
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https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/MScAPSC_AnnualAssessment_2023-03-30.pdf
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/FORMgradresearchhazardassessment-July2021a_web.pdf
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/FORMgradresearchhazardassessment-July2021a_web.pdf
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/MScAPSC_AnnualAssessment_2023-03-30.pdf
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In order to graduate, you must complete a “Graduation Application” and submit this to the 
Service Centre. You should enroll in APSC 6604 prior to submitting the application (see 
#7, below). 
 
The Graduation Application needs to be submitted well before your prospective graduation 
date—almost two semesters in advance. Application deadlines for each of the 
convocations are listed below: 
 

Convocation 
Deadline for submitting 
Graduation Application 

Spring October 1st 

Fall June 1st 

Winter August 1st 
 
 
7. Prepare for your  Thesis Defense (several months before you plan to defend)  
 
Ask your Supervisor to select and confirm an External Examiner and Arrange a Date: 
 

• Students should encourage their Supervisor to arrange an External Examiner. The 
External Examiner for a Master’s thesis can be from SMU or another institution, but 

https://www.smu.ca/graduation/graduation-application-for-graduation.html
http://www.smu.ca/webfiles/FORMTheisisDefence_web_Nov2016.pdf
http://www.smu.ca/webfiles/FORMTheisisDefence_web_Nov2016.pdf
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Check thesis formatting: 
• Students should ensure that their thesis conforms to Saint Mary’s formatting 

guidelines for Master’s theses. 
 
8. Defend your Thesis  
 

https://www.smu.ca/academics/archives/thesis-forms-procedures.html
https://www.smu.ca/academics/archives/thesis-forms-procedures.html
https://www.smu.ca/academics/archives/masters-thesis.html
https://www.smu.ca/academics/archives/masters-thesis.html
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/FORMgradresearchhazardassessment-July2021a_web.pdf
mailto:keith.bain@smu.ca
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https://www.smu.ca/faculty-of-science/science-whmis.html
mailto:Service.Centre@smu.ca
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Prior to the start of each semester, students should: 
 

1. Visit your department to: 
o determine which courses i -3.

https://www.smu.ca/fgsr/apply-for-grants.html
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/CGSM-BESCM_eng.asp
https://www.smu.ca/webfiles/NSGradScholarshipApplicationFormTOR-RevisedJuly2024_web.pdf
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https://smu.ca/webfiles/SampleReimbursementFormPackageWithoutReceipts.pdf
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• Anthropology/Forensic Science: Dr. Tim Frasier  
• Astronomy & Physics: Dr. Rituparna Kanungo 
• Psychology: Dr. Jason Ivanoff 
• Engineering: Dr. Jason Rhinelander 
• Environmental Science: Dr. Aldona Wiacek (Fall) / Dr. Erin Cameron (Winter) 

 
There are also two Student Representatives for the Applied Science program: TBA (MSc 
program) and Gaurav Rao (PhD program). 
 
3. Ask the Program Manager , or Program Coordinator  
 
Program Manager: 
 

Mr. Keith Bain 
Science 221 
(902) 491-6535 
keith.bain@smu.ca 
 

Program Coordinator: 
 

Dr. Kai E. O. Ylijoki 
kai.ylijoki@smu.ca 
 

 

mailto:Gaurav.Rao@smu.ca
mailto:keith.bain@smu.ca
mailto:kai.ylijoki@smu.ca

