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CURRICULUM VITAE 

MARÍA MERCEDES GÓMEZ 

Department of Criminology 

923 Robie Street, Halifax NS Canada B3H3C3 

E-mail: maria.gomez@smu.ca 
 

 
EDUCATION 

 

May 2006  Ph.D. Political Science (Major in Political Theory, minor in Comparative 

Politics), New School for Social Research. Dissertation, "Discrimination 

and Exclusion: Towards an Interdisciplinary Approach to Hate Crime 

3ROLWLFV�´ 

May 1997 M.A. Gender Studies & Feminist Theory (with a concentration in 

Philosophy), New School for Social Research. Master's Thesis, "The 

Pornographic Gaze." 

July 1995  Graduate Degree in Criminology and Criminal Law (Especialista en Instituciones 

Jurídico-Penales), Law School, Universidad Nacional de Colombia. 7KHVLV��³7KH�

6RFLDO�6WDWH��6DQFWLRQLQJ�,PSULVRQPHQW�´ 

Oct. 1992  Licentiate in Philosophy, Magna cum Laude, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, 

Bogotá, &RORPELD�� 7KHVLV�� �$� FRPPHQWDU\� RQ� .DQW¶V� 7UDQVFHQGHQWDO� $HVWKHWLF�

'RFWULQH´ 

 
RESEARCH AND TEACHING KEYWORDS 

Hate Crimes, Prejudice & Violence; Gender and Sexuality; Contemporary Theory; Socio-Legal 

Studies; Cultural Studies; Criminological Theory; Latin America. 
 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2016 ±present Saint Mary’s University, 
Halifax, Canada  

Associate Professor 

Department of Criminology 

Graduate Program on Women and Gender Studies 
2017       Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá-Colombia, July 4-15  

       Visiting Professor, 

     Summer Law School, 

     Course on ³3V\FKRDQDO\VLV and the /DZ´ 

2012-2013      Dalhousie University, Halifax, Canada  

                       Assistant Professor ±  

                       Half-time Limited Contract 

Department of Sociology & Social Anthropology 
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SCHOLARSHIP 

 
Invited Encyclopedia entry 

 

-- 2019. In collaboration with María Ximena Dávila. ³$FWLYLVP�DQG�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�LQ�/DWLQ�

$PHULFD´� LQ� Global Encyclopedia of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer 

(LGBTQ) History�� (GLWHG� E\� +RZDUG� &KLDQJ�� )DUPLQJWRQ� +LOOV�� 0,�� &KDUOHV� 6FULEQHU¶V�

Sons. 2020 Dartmouth Medal for most outstanding reference work, an annual award 

presented by the expert reference and collection development librarians of the Reference and 

User Services Association (RUSA), a division of American Librarian Association, is the ³Global 

Encyclopedia of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) History” 

published by Gale, a Cengage Company. 
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Exclusionary Uses of Violence] in Más allá del derecho: Justicia y género en América Latina. 

[Beyond the law: Justice and Gender in Latin América] Luisa Cabal & Cristina Motta, eds., 

Bogotá: CESO-Universidad de los Andes, Red Alas and Siglo del Hombre Editores, New York: 

Center for Reproductive Rights. Pp.19-55. 
 

 

1998. ³(O estado del arte del debate feminista en los Estados 8QLGRV´ [A study of the feminist 

debate in the United States] in Estados Unidos: Potencia y Prepotencia, Luis Alberto Restrepo 

editor, Tercer Mundo Editores, IEPRI- Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Departamento 

Nacional de Planeación, Santafé de Bogota. Pp. 189-291. 
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2. Mapping Trans Rights in Costa Rica. 2016. Mulabi and OutRight Action 

International. (English and Spanish versions available online at 

outrightinternational.org) 

3. Mapping Trans Rights in Chile. 2016. OutRight Action International with 

collaborations from Andrés Rivera Duarte and Fundación TranSitar. (English and 

Spanish versions available online at outrightinternational.org) 

4. The situation of trans and intersex children in Chile. 2015. Submitted to the United 

Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child on its pre-sessional working group 

meeting to consider &KLOH¶V joint Fourth and Fifth Periodic Report. Observatorio de 

Derechos Humanos y Legislación ±Chile (Andrés Rivera Duarte) and OutRight 

Action International, formerly the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 

Commission (IGLHRC). Geneva. 

5. Shadow Report on the LGBT Community in Colombia. 2015. Presented to the United 

Nations Committee Against Torture (CAT) by Colombia Diversa and OutRight 

Action International, Geneva. 

6. Violence against Lesbians, Bisexual Women, and Trans People in Colombia. 2015. 

Submitted to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women Annual 

Communications Procedure. Colombia Diversa and International Gay and Lesbian 

Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC). 

 

Other research on LGBTIQ rights 

 

Caribbean Media Training Manual. 2015. United & Strong and OutRight Action 

International with collaborations from GROUNDATION GRENADA, GUYANA 
RAINBOW FOUNDATION, J-FLAG, PETAL, 
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SURFHHGLQJV´� 
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Center for Human Rights & Humanitarian Law, American University Washington College of 

Law. 

 

2017 3DSHU�WLWOH�³5HWKLQNLQJ�LPSXQLW\��SUHMXGLFH�DV�D�VRXUFH�IRU�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�RU�H[FOXVLRQ�LQ�

WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP´�3DQHO�RQ�µDiscrimination and Exclusion in the Criminal Justice 

System and Life Behind Bars” at Law and Society Association Meeting (LSA), Mexico City, 

June 20. 

 

2013 Panel 1: Legal Struggles at LASA Gender and Feminist Section Pre-Conference Gender, 

Sexuality and Struggles for Justice in Latin America: Legal, Political and Social Dimensions. 

Washington College of Law - American University, Washington D.C. May 29 

 

2010 Paper title: ³1RWDV�VREUH parentesco en &RORPELD´ at Latin American Studies Association 

Conference (LASA), Toronto, Oct. 7. 

 

2010 3DSHU�HQWLWOHG��³'LYHUJHQW�6H[XDOLWLHV��&ULPHV�RI�3DVVLRQ��&ULPHV�RI�3UHMXGLFH´�DW�WKH�Law 

and Society Association (LSA) Annual Meeting, Chicago, May 27-30. 

 

 

2010  Paper HQWLWOHG��³7KH�8VHV�RI�9LROHQFH��$�&ULWLFDO�$SSURDFK�WR�+DWH�&ULPH�/DZV´�DW�WKH�

Canadian Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Montreal, June 2-4. 
 

2007 3DSHU�HQWLWOHG��³9LROHQFH�DQG�6H[XDO�3UHMXGLFH��VRPH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�FDVHV´�DW�Congreso 

Nacional de Antropología, (National Anthropology Congress) Universidad Nacional de 

Colombia, Bogotá, Oct. 13. 

 

2006 3DSHU�HQWLWOHG��³&RQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�$OWHULW\�DQG�9LROHQFH�EDVHG�RQ�6H[XDO�3UHMXGLFH´�DW�WKH�

Congreso Nacional de Sociología (National Sociology Congress), Universidad Nacional de 

Colombia, Diciembre 7. 
 

2006 3DSHU�(QWLWOHG�³5HWKLQNLQJ�'LVFULPLQDWLRQ´�DQG�&KDLU�RI�3DQHO�³LGTB Activism and State 

Policies´ Latin American Studies Association Conference (LASA), San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

March 16. 
 

2004 3DSHU�HQWLWOHG��³+DWH�&ULPHV�DQG�6H[XDO�2ULHQWDWLRQ��(OHPHQWV�IRU�D�&RPSDULVRQ�EHWZHHQ�

Colombia and the United 6WDWHV´� Latin American Studies Association Conference (LASA), 

Panel Chair: Sexual Border Crossings, Identities and Practices. Las Vegas, October 7-9. 

 

2003 3DSHU�HQWLWOHG��³'LVFULPLQDWLRQ�DQG�([FOXVLRQ��7RZDUG�DQ�,QWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�$SSURDFK�WR�

+DWH�&ULPHV�/DZ´��DW�WKH�Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities, Sixth 

Annual Conference. Cardozo Law School, New York City, March 7-9. 

 

����� 3DSHU� HQWLWOHG�� ³([FOXVLRQDU\� 3UDFWLFHV�� +DWH� &ULPHV� /DZ� DQG� WKH� 1HJRWLDWLRQ� RI� WKH�

/HVELDQ�³2WKHU´��Pacific Sociological Association, Pasadena, California, April, 3-6.  
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b. Invited 

 
����� �*XHVW�6SHDNHU� ³9LROHQFLD�SRU�SUHMXLFLR�� JHQHDORJtD�\� IXQFLRQHV´� IRU� WKH�FRXUVH� ³*pQHUR��

VH[XDOLGDG�\�SDWURQHV�GH�IRUPDFLyQ�IDPLOLDU´�LQ�WKH�GRFWRUDO�SURJUDP�RQ�3RSXODWLRQ�6WXGLHV�DW�El 

Colegio de México, 27 de Febrero.   

 

������³Hacia una aproximación a la construcción de un modelo de protocolo latinoamericano de 

investigación y judicialización de muertes violentas de personas LGBTIQ+´��3DQHO�,��Oficina del 

Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos en Honduras, Red Sin 

Violencia LGBTI. Tegucigalpa, September, 7. 

 

2022  Keynote Speaker,  ³7KH�challenges of creating a protocol using the notion of violence based 
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https://youtu.be/8jQSs9mL21U 
 

2013 Gender, Sexuality and Human Rights in the Caribbean. Strengthening the Regional 

Human Rights Networks and Strategizing Future Advocacy, Panel on Gender, Sexuality and 

Violence, co- sponsored by IGLHRC, Red Alas, Williams Institute, The Impact Litigation 

Project WCL and the University of West Indies-Mona-Jamaica, June 7. 

 

2012   ³/D�WHRUtD�TXHHU y HO�GHUHFKR´��4XHHU Theory and the Law) en ³Derecho, género y 

sexualidades´�5HXQLyQ Radar 4 y Red Alas, Mexico City, March 17. 

 

2010 P a p e r �� ³&RPHQWDULRV� DO� FDVR�� ��������� Tribunal 6XSUHPR� GH� (VSDxD´� >&DVH�

FRPPHQWDU\� RQ� ������� 6XSUHPH� &RXUW� RI� 6SDLQ@�� )RUR� ³Perspectiva de género y criterios 

jurisdiccionales relevantes” Suprema Corte de México and :RPHQ¶V Link Worldwide, 

Cuernavaca, Mexico, June 25-26. 

 

2009 Paper: ³9LROHQFLD por prejuicio: definiciones y FRPSDUDFLRQHV´ in Seminario 

internacional sobre experiencias exitosas contra la discriminación, Defensoría del Pueblo del 

Valle de Cauca, (3XEOLF�'HIHQGHU¶V�2IILFH� Cali, Colombia, Nov. 23-25. 

 

2009 Paper�� ³)DPLOLDV� GLYHUVDV�� XQ� DVXQWR� SROtWLFR´� LQ� ,,,� Seminario internacional sobre 

familia: el reto de la diversidad, Universidad de Caldas, Manizales, Colombia, abril 27-30. 

 

2008 Paper: ³1RWHV on ³0DVFXOLQLW\´ and 9LROHQFH´ in III Coloquio internacional de estudios 

sobre varones y masculinidades, Universidad de Antioquia, Medellín, Colombia, December 3-5. 

 

2008 Paper: ³3UHMXGLFHG 9LROHQFH´ 
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and Society (IASSCS) Conference, Buenos Aires, Argentina, Aug. 28-31. 

 

2012 Doctoral Colloquium, Law School�� &RPPHQWDWRU� IRU� 0DUFHOD� $EDGtD¶V� 3URSRVDO� RQ�

³)HPLQLVPRV��'HUHFKR�3HQDO� \�&ULPLQRORJtD´� >)HPLQLVPV��&ULPLQDO� /DZ�DQG�&ULPLQRORJ\@�

Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá-Colombia, May 31. 

2012 3DQHO�RQ�³&RPSDUDWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYHV�LQ�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�/*%7,�LQGLYLGXDOV´��:RUNVKRS 

on Violence and Discrimination on sexual orientation in the Caribbean: the role of legal 

education. Cenesex, Universidad de La Habana Law School, Red Alas, La Habana, Cuba, May 

11. 

2012 Legal Education and Sexual Orientation: Roundtable discussion on the role of legal 

education in promoting gender and sexuality rights. Workshop on Violence and 

Discrimination on sexual orientation in the Caribbean: the role of legal education. Cenesex, 

Unión Nacional de Juristas, Red Alas, La Habana, Cuba, May 12. 

2012 Facilitator for Red de Académicas Latinoamericanas (Red Alas) Network Meeting, 

Ciudad de México, Mexico, March 18 - 19. 

 

2011 Co-chair (with Esther Vicente) of the workshop ³*HQGHU and the /DZ´ for the Law School 

at Universidad Católica de Río de Janeiro (PUC-Río), RED ALAS, June 2-3 

 

2009   Chair of the workshop on violence based on prejudice against LGBTI, for the Federación 

Nacional de Personerías (FENALPER), Medellín, Colombia, June 12. 

 

2008 Co-FKDLU��ZLWK�(VWHEDQ�5HVWUHSR��RI�WKH�ZRUNVKRS�RQ�³&XHUSR��*pQHUR�\�'HUHFKR´ [The 

Body, Gender and the Law], For The Mexican Office of the High Commission of the United 

Nations for Human Rights, ITAM and Red ALAS. Mexico City, May 29-30. 
 

2007 Co-Facilitator for a workshop on violence based on prejudice addressed to law enforcement 

officers and prosecutors in Bogotá. Proyecto Colombia Diversa. January-May. 

 

2007 Chair of the International Seminar on Homophobic Violence and the Workshop on public 

policies and homophobia. Universidad de los Andes, Red de Académicas Latinoamericanas 

(ALAS) and Proyecto Colombia Diversa. Bogotá, April 9-11. 

 

 
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

 
�����3DQHO�RQ�³9LROHQFLDV�GH�JpQHUR��YLROHQFLDV�SRU�SUHMXLFLR�\�HVWUDWHJLDV�GH�JXHUUD´� IRU�/D�

Jurisdicción Especial para la Paz -JEP- (Colombian Special Jurisdiction for Peace), with the 

support of 
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2019 Expert Witness testimony, Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 62th Extraordinary 

Sessions Period, Barranquilla, Colombia, August 27. Available at: 

https://vimeo.com/347339620 (starting at 2:54:00). 
 

2016 An approach to prejudice, Virtual Classroom, Red Alas (Alas Network) , available at: 

https://vimeo.com/16984915

1 

https://vimeo.com/16985871

9 

 

2015 Blog on Same-sex adoption in Colombia at: 

https://www.outrightinternational.org/content/se-abre-el-camino-para-la-adopcion-

en- colombia 

 

2015 Blog on Jamaican Pride at: 

http://iglhrc.org/content/jamaica-week-courage-and-solidarity 

 

2015 contribution to CNN at: 

http://iglhrc.org/content/cnn-how-do-gay-rights-look-your-country 

 

2015 Interview El Sofá, Canal Capital, Bogotá ±Colombia on July 13 at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWyrzP-DQEI&feature=youtu.be&a 

 

2015 Interview, HuffPost Live: http://huff.lv/1BgoVEW aired on February 26, 2015 

 

2015 HuffPost Blogs: 

On the Civil Union Pact in Chile: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/maria-mercedes-gomez/chile-steps-forward-

on-lgbti- rights_b_6709834.html 

 

2014-2015 IGLHRC Blogs: 

 

http://iglhrc.org/content/ruling-limits-rights-adoption-same-sex-couples-colombia 

 

http://iglhrc.org/content/ni%C3%B1ez-y-adolescencia-lgbti-un-reto-para-la-justicia-en-colombia 

 

2013 Conceptos básicos sobre prejuicio, a virtual talk, USAID & Caribe Afirmativo available at: 

https://youtu.be/kyOLQ-2hMyc 

 

2007  Interview on-
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http://www.clam.org.br/publique/cgi/cgilua.exe/sys/start.htm?infoid=3569&tpl=printerview&sid 

=43 

2007  Prejudice, Violence and Democracy (in English and Spanish). Comments on democracy 

now for artist Carlos Motta: The Good Life/ La Buena Vida. 
www.la-buena-vida.info/pdf/gomez-en.pdf 

 

 
RECENT COLLABORATIONS 

 

2021 REDRESS, Ending Torture, Seeking Justice for Survivors (with Chris Esdaile and 

$OHMDQGUD�9LFHQWH��IRU�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�,$+5&�µV�GHFLVLRQ�RQ�Azul Marín and other v. Perú 

and planning for a protocol to prevent violence based on prejudice in Africa. Jan. 20. 

 

2020 KALEIDOS, Centro de Etnografía Interdisciplinaria, Universidad de Cuenca yFacultad 

Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales FLACSO, Ecuador. Interview for Ethnodata platform 

on hate crimes and violence based on prejudice. Oct. 2. 

 

2020 Consultant with Proyecto Colombia Diversa, Amicus Curiae before the 

Inter- American Court of Human Rights on Vicky Hernández and Family v. 

Honduras. 

 

ACADEMIC EDITORIAL DUTIES 

 

Fall 2020 Editorial Board for ATLANTIS JOURNAL. Critical Studies in Gender, Culture and 

Social Justice. https://journals.msvu.ca/index.php/atlantis 

 

2007-2009 Editorial Board for Revista de Derecho Público (Public Law Journal) at 

Universidad de los Andes, Law School. http://derechopublico.uniandes.edu.co 
 

2008-- Advisory Board for Sexuality, Health and Society Latin American Journal, a 

project of the Latin American Center on Sexuality and Human Rights (CLAM-IMS/UERJ). 
http://www.e-publicacoes.uerj.br/index.php/SexualidadSaludySociedad/index 

 

2009- 2014 Advisory Board for Encounters: An International Journal for the Study of Culture 

and Society. http://encounters.zu.ac.ae/ 

 

2007--2009 Editorial Board for Sortuz: Oñati Journal of Emergent Sociolegal 

Studies. http://opo.iisj.net/index.php/sortuz/issue/view/38 

 

2009--         Advisory Board for Revista Latinoamericana de Estudios de Familia. 

www.ucaldas.edu.co 
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2003 Participant in the Working Regional Meeting of the Latin American Resource Network, 
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¶ 2018- 2020 Member Latin American Studies Association 

 
AWARDS AND GRANTS 

 

Foreign Affairs and Development Canada (DFATD) 

▪ 2019-2020 Faculty Mobility Program. CAN$ 4150 

Red Alas (Alas Network) with funds from the Ford Foundation 

2016-2018 In collaboration with E. Restrepo (Uniandes -Colombia) and JM Vaggione 

(Universidad de Córdoba-Argentina) design of a virtual course on Sexualities and the 

Law. (US $18000) 
Saint Mary’s University 

2020 Summer SMUWorks; CAN $ 

6300 2019 Internal Faculty Grant: CAN 

$3000 

2018 & 2019 Summer SMUWorks: CAN $ 

9000 2018 SMU International Travel Grant: 

CAN $1000 2018 Internal Faculty Grant : 

CAN $3000 
2017 New Faculty Grant: CAN$ 5000 

 

Government of Bogotá, City Chapter on LGBT 

Issues 

▪ 2008 (August) Nominated as Academic of the Year
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Spring-2002     Fellowship, Eugene Lang College  

2002-2003 Tuition Scholarship 

2001-2002 G F  Halle Prize Scholarship and Weistheimer 

Fellowship 1995-2001 Tuition Scholarship 
1995-2000 Janey Program for Latin American Studies Fellowship 

 


	2022. Sistematización de la reunión técnica: “Hacia una aproximación a la construcción de un modelo de protocolo latinoamericano de investigación y judicialización de muertes violentas de personas LGBTIQ+”. Panel I. Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las...

