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AAA On the Way to
Precollege Anthropology

by Paul A. Erickson

The American Anthropological Association
(AAA), the largest association of professional
anthropologists in the world, has finally taken
action to promote precollege anthropology.
Last November, at its 1988 annual meeting in
Phoenix, the Association created a special pre-
college anthropology task force. This action fol-
lows several years of lobbying by a core of
enthusiasts, many of whom follow TAN or its
American counterpart Anthro Notes.

The Task Force on the Teaching of Anthro-
pology in Schools, as it is called, has an ambi-
tious mandate: To encourage effective anthro-
pology teaching in North American schools at
all levels and in all relevant subjects. The AAA
realizes that strengthening the role of anthro-
pology in schools will not only enhance the
education of precollege students but also increase
public awareness of anthropology and improve
its public image.

To reach its goal, the Task Force has begun
identifying obstacles to teaching anthropology,
compared, say, to teaching psychology and
sociology. Then it will decide how those obsta-
cles can best be overcome and the anthropologi-
cal perspective be assimilated by the various
precollege constituencies — students, teachers,
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logists and linguists) will discuss and then decide
which anthropological themes are most impor-
tant to teach. Once this has been done, the
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This work will be done under the auspices of the
AAA Director of Programs.

The Task Force comprises four working
committees. The first, chaired by Paul Erickson
(Saint Mary’s University), is doing research to

setting forth guidelines for anthropology teachers
and, we hope, a book describing ways these
guidelines can be implemented.

The third Task Force committee, co-chaired
by Ruth Selig and Ann Kaup (Smithsonian
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Teaching Teachers
Archaeology

Sometimes teachers “discover” archaeology Director, Dr. Duncan Wilkie, Social Science
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Micmac Indian summer camp 1900.



