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This symposium brings together Innu elders and leaders, and academic and government researchers who
have been involved in the "Labrador project”. The project is a multidisciplinary, collaborative study of the
landscape of Nitassinan (Labrador) as known to the Innu. The objective is to use a variety of methods, from
Innu knowledge, science and social science, to gain a broad understanding of the ecology of Labrador and
its significance to the people who live there. The work to date has focused on areas known as "ashkui" and
serves as a case study for research that begins with Innu categorizations of space. These elements of the
landscape are the focus of the various research partners.

Ashkui are areas of early or permanent open water on rivers, lakes and estuaries. Contemporary Innu camps
are often found close to ashkui. Oral history and archeological evidence suggests this has been the case for
many generations. Ashkui are part of the cultural landscape in that Innu know about them in great detail
from multigenerational and personal experiences of living with and from the land. From a biophysical
perspective ashkui are multifaceted processes and terrestrial/aquatic features. A multidisciplinary approach
to ashkui must bridge the biophysical and cultural dimensions of the landscape if the perspectives of Innu,
scientists and social scientists are to be mutually coherent. The symposium addresses the specifics of the
work done to date and broader issues in which the work takes place. The latter include the appropriate
conduct of science in aboriginal communities, the articulation of Western and Indigenous knowledge
systems, and the place of cultural perspect






